The Superpowers and the Middle East
political and economic considerations
In terms of geographic location, economic resources and in-
fluence upon the world balance of power, the Arab states are con-
sidered more important in the eyes of the United States than
Israel even though the strategic value of the Middle East region
as a whole for the United States has diminished in importance
since the mid-sixties. This has been due to certain technological
developments and changes in nuclear strategy which has taken
place in recent years. The technology of nuclear warfare has
made fixed land bases less desirable than mobile marine vessels
like nuclear powered submarines equipped with polaris missiles*
More significantly, the development of long range delivery systems
like the ICBM's have made the need for bases near the Soviet
Union less important now than in the fifties and early sixties.^
Further, the importance of the Middle East as a source of oil
has also diminished in recent years since large sources have been
discovered in other areas.*4 which have made the rest of the world
Israel completely and unconditionally withdrew from Arab territory, Mos-
cow would influence the UAR and other Arab states to secure for Israel
freedom of shipping and recognition of its right to exist. Hindustan Stan-
dard, Calcutta, 9 August 1967.
^The Soviet Union is likely to continue to attach importance to poli-
tical developments in the Middle East even if the concern of the United
States declines somewhat. This is because the Middle East is much closer
to the Soviet Union than it is to the United States. The Middle East is,
in geopolitical terms, Russia's back garden and the Soviet leaders seem to
believe that an area so close to their borders should become their sphere
of influence even though at present the Middle East neither constitutes a
military threat to the Soviet Union nor does the latter have any economic
stake in the region. Walter Laqueur, The Struggle for the Middle East:
The Soviet Union and the Middle East, 1958-68, London, 1969, pp. 188-9.
Hereafter cited as Laqueur, Struggle for the Middle East.
** For instance, the Soviet Union has lately discovered enough oil within
its territory to be able not only to meet its requirement but also to export
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